San José Underserved Park Areas

 “The Greenprint, A Twenty-Year Strategic Plan for Parks and Community Facilities and Programs” indicated that 26 areas are underserved for neighborhood parks. The City of San Jose has adopted a goal for neighborhood/community serving parkland that addresses both quantity and distribution.  The goal is to provide 3.5 acres per 1000 population of neighborhood/community serving parkland and provides equal access within ¾ -mile radius of residents for neighborhood parks and 2-mile radius for community parks.  Physical barriers, such as major arterials, creeks, rivers, architectural barriers, etc., are seen as impediment to this walking distance strategy, and the plan attempts to mitigate such conditions for neighborhood parks.  Neighborhood parks, community parks, and recreation areas at schools are counted toward this goal.  Citywide/regional and County parks that have neighborhood/community serving elements, such as picnic areas, play areas and sports fields, are also included.  To meet these goals in 2020 for a population of 1,100,000, an additional 931 acres of developed parklands will be needed.   

The Greenprint has identified the following areas as being underserved regarding neighborhood/community parklands:

District 1 has two areas that are currently underserved by park facilities: 

· Stevens Creek/880 East 

· Stevens Creek/880 West.  

District 3 has four underserved park areas:  

· West of Highway 87, south of Santa Clara

·  North of Julian, east of First, South of Taylor, west of Tenth

·  South of Hedding, east of Tenth, north of Taylor  

· South of 280, east of First.

District 4 has seven areas that are underserved:

· South of Montague, west of Old Oakland, north of Murphy and east of King Road

· Intersection of 880 and Murphy

· East of Old Oakland Road, north of Bay Shore Freeway

· South of Mabury, east of 680

· East of Piedmont, north of Berryessa

· East of Guadalupe River, west of First

· East of Montague Expressway, west of Coyote Creek

District 5 has three areas that are underserved:

· East of Fleming and south of Alum Rock

· Between 880 and Capitol Avenue, north of Alum Rock

· East of White Road, north of Alum Rock

District 6 has five areas that are underserved:

· East of 880, south of San Carlos, and north of SW Expressway

· North of San Carlos, west of Bascom, east of 17

· South of San Carlos, east of 17, north of 280, west of Leigh

· West of Guadalupe River, north of Curtner, east of Lincoln, south of Pine 

· East of Lincoln, north of Minnesota, west of Guadalupe River, south of Willow

District 7 has one underserved area:

· South of West Alma, east of 87, north of Curtner, west of Monterey

District 9 has two areas that are underserved:

· North of 85, west of Leigh, east of union, south of Camden

· North of Curtner, east of South Bascom, west of Leigh, south of district border

District 10 has two areas that are underserved:

· East of Peral, north of Branham, south of Capitol Expressway

· West of Alamitos Creek, east of Almaden and north of Camden

The following are underserved areas in SNI areas: 

Burbank/Del Monte

· Stevens Creek/880 East

· West of Highway 87, south of Santa Clara

· East of 880, south of San Carlos, and north of SW Expressway

· North of San Carlos, west of Bascom, east of 17



· South of San Carlos, east of 17, north of 280, west of Leigh

13th Street

· North of Julian, east of First, South of Taylor, west of Tenth


· South of Hedding, east of Tenth, north of Taylor

Spartan/Keyes

· South of 280, east of First

Union and Curtner

· North of Curtner, east of Bascom, west of Leigh, south of the District Border

Washington

· South of West Alma, east of 87, north of Curtner, west of Monterey

New residents to San Jose represent approximately 2/3 of the acreage needed to meet the 2020.  The City’s Parkland Dedication Ordinance (PDO) and Park Impact Ordinance (PIO) will partially fulfill this acreage need.  These Ordinance require that new residential development help off set the recreational impact by dedicating land, developing land for park use, or paying an in-lieu fee to the City for development of such facilities.  The City should acquire approximately 200 to 300 acres under these Ordinances.  The remaining acres needed to meet the service level objectives of the General Plan will need to be funded from other sources.   Of the ten areas within the SNI areas, it is hoped that these acquisitions and park development will be funded under the SNI process. 

